
RECENT AWARDS . . . 

Donna received a Governor's Citation from Massachusetts governor Deval Patrick for "outstanding artistic achievement" at the 2009 Commonwealth Awards. Also a 

2008 Massachusetts ArtistsÕ Fellow in the Folk Arts, Donna received this merit award from the Massachusetts Cultural Council to “recognize exceptional work and to 

support the further development of talent.Ó Honoring DonnaÕs lifetime of work in Franco-American music, the award included a 2008 "Keepers of the Flame" showcase 
concert at the National Heritage Museum in Lexington MA.

NEW CD RELEASE. . .

ÒIn full bloom /  En pleine floraison CD, released in June 2009, features DonnaÕs virtuoso French-Canadian fiddling. "Donna's best CD ever! Un vrai dŽlice!"  says 

Québécois folk legend and longtime Hébert fan Benoit Bourque. Twin fiddle and accordion-fiddle duets are featured on original and traditional tunes from Franco-

American and French-Canadian sources. Produced by Pascal Gemme of Québec folk group Genticorum, guest artists include Pascal playing fiddle, feet and viola, plus 

fiddler AndrŽ Brunet, accordŽoniste Sabin Jacques, stepdancer Marie-Soleil Pilette, pianists Rachel Aucoin and the late Denis FrŽchette from QuŽbec. Max Cohen co-
produces and plays guitar while Stuart Kenney adds acoustic bass. A companion tunebook is due out in Fall 2009.

The final track (and the only song) on the CD is Donna's original, "A Place Called Beautiful," written from the last words of friend and Franco activist Martha Pellerin, 
who died at 37 from ovarian cancer. Martha's message of hope and comfort to her family inspired the song and also led Donna to donate all online sales of this track 
to the Ovarian Cancer Research Fund to aid in their search for a viable test for this silent killer. Buy the download and get the full story at placecalledbeautiful.org.

PERFORMING . . .

Fiddler and singer in five performing groups, Donna composes and sings in French and English and now she's even singing Gaelic choruses with daughter Molly in 

Mist Covered Mountains! Some of Donna's original songs have taken on a life of their own. "Blessing" from her 1999 Big Boned Beauty CD has been recorded by 
eleven other artists, including Lui Collins on her Stone By Stone CD. Donna's antiwar anthem, "Babies," was performed at Hiroshima Commemoration ceremonies in 

Japan and recorded by her Indie-Award winning band Rude Girls on their 1987 Rude Awakening release on Flying Fish. With JosŽe Vachon and Chanterelle, she has 
recorded three CDs of Franco-American music and song, including the Smithsonian/Folkways anthology: "Mademoiselle, voulez-vous danser?"  Since 1993, Donna 
has performed with JosŽe Vachon and Chanterelle in the U.S., Canada and France. DonnaÕs work with Chanterelle and the Beaudoin family was forecast in 1977 when 
she produced mentor Gerry Robichaud's Martime Dance Party recording for Fretless/Alcazar. All of DonnaÕs recordings have included French tunes Ð from the first, 
seminal 1977 dance album Kitchen Junket from Yankee Ingenuity on Philo/Fretless, to her 2009 In Full Bloom CD of French-Canadian fiddling.   

With Beaudoin family members and fiddler George Wilson, Donna performs in The Beaudoin Legacy. With them and the Vermont Folklife Center, she is 
documenting, preserving and presenting the music of Vermont’s Beaudoin family. Named in fall 2007 to the NEA’s American Masterpiece Roster by the Vermont Arts 

Council, Legacy performances include the Champlain Quadricentennial, the Lowell Folk Festival, American Folk Festival and the Champlain Valley Folk Festival. 

Donna also performs in a fiddle-guitar duo with Max Cohen, where they share French-Canadian and Celtic tunes, songs and stories. They expand the duo to a quartet 
with Max, Donna's daughter Molly Hebert-Wilson and fiddler Katherine First. Mist Covered Mountains features Celtic roots music from Ireland, Scotland and French-
Canada. They made their debut in spring 2009 at the American Friends Service Committee benefit in Northampton MA.

TEACHING . . .

A nationally recognized fiddle teacher, Donna's methods, publications and online outreach at fiddlingdemystified.com are helping the string world better understand 
fiddling. Says string pioneer Darol Anger in his foreword to DonnaÕs Fiddling Demystified, Vol. I: A Practical Guide for String Players: ÒDonna gets it all right! I 
suspect that the general level of fiddle knowledge and playing will take a major uptick soon after Fiddling Demystified is published, just as other great music books such 
as Earl ScruggsÕ original banjo book, OÕNeillÔs great Irish fiddling reference and the infamous jazz Real Book influenced the course of musiciansÕ lives and work.Ó

Adjunct fiddle instructor at Amherst College since 2002, Donna has taught fiddling at Wesleyan, The Hartt School, Arizona State, Hampshire College, Central CT State 

and the University of Evansville. She has presented fiddling at state and national ASTA conferences, summer camps and workshops as well as at folk venues 
nationwide. Named a Creative Teaching Partner in Fiddling in 2008 by the Massachusetts Cultural Council, Donna is working with string teachers in Massachusetts on 
a regional pilot program introducing fiddling into the string classroom.
 
With seven apprentices in Franco-American fiddling funded by New England arts councils (and with hundreds of other fiddle students), Donna fosters a large 
community of fiddlers, singers and lovers of Franco-American music. Donna also directs The Great Groove Band of young musicians at the Old Songs Festival in 
Altamont NY, where the program is in itÕs 11th year. In 2006, the Great Groove Band expanded to the Philadelphia Folk Festival and in 2009, grew to include the 
Champlain Valley Folk Festival in Vermont. Donna is the author and publisher of Fiddling Demystified for Strings, with a catalog of instructional resources. She is also 
program director at Fiddle and Strings Summer Day Camps at Old Songs Community Center near Albany NY. 

Donna HŽbert  
f iddler, singer, songwrit er, t eacher, publisher . . .

Donna HŽbert has fiddling in her genes. Her Franco-American banjo-playing mom led a 
cowgirl quartet in the Õ30s and '40s (see photo right Ð her mom is Peggy Blair, far left). As a 
child, Donna heard jigs and reels at family gatherings. In high school she played Mozart, but 

fiddling’s pull was much stronger. Since 1972, Hébert has learned from master folk fiddlers in many regional styles as well as 

from classical and jazz violinists and other musical mentors. Winning awards from the media and the independent recording 
industry as well as from national, state and regional arts organizations, Donna is a master fiddler, music educator and fiddling 
pioneer. Also a skilled singer and composer, she has original songs on two Smithsonian anthologies. 


