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Amherst MA fiddler Donna HŽbert was awarded an 2008 ArtistsÕ Fellowship in the Folk Arts by the Massachusetts Cultural Council. 
The state arts award, given “to recognize exceptional work and to support the further development of talent,” honors her work in 

Franco-American music. ÒThis has been a labor of love, so having that work recognized is very sweet,Ó Donna said when she heard 
about the honor from Maggie Holtzberg, Folk Arts & Heritage Program Manager for the Council. The showcase concert Oct. 4 in 

Lexington, MA featured Donna with guitarist Max Cohen and Cape Breton stepdancer Christine Morrison. In January 2009, Donna 
was also recognized at the Massachusetts Commonwealth Awards by Governor Deval Patrick for "outstanding artistic acheivement."

A third-generation Franco-American, Donna co-founded two Franco music groups. Chanterelle, formed in 1993 with JosŽe Vachon, 
contributed two original song tracks to the Smithsonian/ Folkways anthology, ÒMademoiselle, voulez-vous danser.Ó A favorite of 

Franco audiences in the northeast, Chanterelle are regulars at the Blackstone River Theatre in RI (they return there May 1, 2009).

DonnaÕs second Franco group, The Beaudoin Legacy, took shape in 2005 when Donna and fiddler George Wilson contacted 

members of the Beaudoin family, urging them to allow the Vermont Folklife Center to preserve their old family recordings. Archived 
digitally, these now comprise the Beaudoin Collection housed at the Center. Within months, a new band had sprouted up, with 

Beaudoin family members, friends and the next generation of French fiddlers, singers and dancers. The group was named in 2007 to 

the NEAÕs American Masterpiece Roster by the Vermont Arts Council and is featured at Vermont's Champlain Valley Folk Festival 
August 1-2, 2009.

DonnaÕs mother, Mary M. (Blair) Hinds, was born in Burlington VT, the eldest of a large French-Canadian immigrant family. She 
and her sister performed in dance halls and on the radio in the 1930s. DonnaÕs Commo and Myers cousins are deeply involved in 
the Northeast Fiddlers’ Association and Vermont fiddling. Donna learned her French fiddling skills in the early 1970s from greats 

like Louis Beaudoin and Gerry Robichaud, even producing a recording of RobichaudÕs music in 1977 for Fretless/Acazar.

Since then, Donna has played for concerts and dances and taught LouisÕ and GerryÕs music to eight NEA-sponsored apprentices in 
Franco-American fiddling, including Louis’ grandson, Glenn Bombardier. Donna has created a large community of students and 

lovers of French fiddling, all eagerly awaiting her fiddle book, ÒThe Fiddle Music of Louis BeaudoinÓ documenting LouisÕ tunes and 
style.

In 2008, the Massachusetts Cultural Council also named Donna a Creative Teaching Partner in fiddling. Through the Council’s 

Creative Schools initiative, Donna works with Massachusetts string educators, training them in fiddling and helping them fit fiddle 
music, pedagogy and style into the string curriculum. Says string pioneer Darol Anger in his foreword to Donna’s Fiddling 

Demystified, Vol. I: A Practical Guide for String Players: ÒDonna gets it all right! I suspect that the general level of fiddle knowledge 
and playing will take a major uptick soon after Fiddling Demystified is published, just as other great music books such as Earl 

Scruggs’ original banjo book, O’Neill‘s great Irish fiddling reference and the infamous jazz Real Book influenced the course of 

musiciansÕ lives and work.Ó

A national ASTA clinician and adjunct fiddle instructor at Amherst College, Donna has taught fiddling at Wesleyan and the Hartt 

School, with numerous other workshops at college and high school string departments around the country.

In collaboration with Old Songs Festival and her partners in Groovemama, in 1999 Donna created the Great Groove Bands for 
young musicians age 6-18. The three-day participatory youth performance program expanded to the Philadelphia Folk Festival in 

2006 and to the Champlain Valley Folk Festival in 2009. Donna also directs four weeks of summer camp at Old Songs Community 
Center for children, adults, string teachers and French-Canadian music lovers.

A contradance fiddler since 1972, Donna has played for many callers, including Dudley Laufman, Ralph Page, Ted Sanella and 
Tony Parkes. She started the Monday night contradance with Tony and Yankee Ingenuity at the Concord, MA, Scout House in 1977 

and has since played for dances around the country with Rude Girls, Chanterelle and most recently, Groovemama.


